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COll·:tllliCATION- FROM fJ'HE .COY.lofiSStON TO THE com:crL 
tt ~ubject : Acrccment· b~tween the EEC and Greece on a concerted action 
project in· the field of the registration of congenital. abnor-
malities (medical and public health research) · 
A proernm of research (concerted action project) on the registration of 
conLcnital abnormalities (medical and public health research) was adopted 
by the Council on 13 February 1978 10• 
Article 6 of that Decision provides that the Community may conclude agree-
ment::; t·Ji th othP.r States in•1olved in European cooperation in the field of 
ccicntific and technical research (COST) with a view to extending the coor-
dination \-Jhich in the aubject of that Decision to research undertaken in 
t;~o:::;c 3tatcn. The Cor.uniosion has been authorized under the terms of that 
provi~ion to enter into negotiations for the purpose stated. 
On 6 October 1978, Greece expressed the wish to participate in the concer-
ted actio~ project concerned. Negociations with the Hellenic Republic 
have led to a draft agreement which is set out in an annex to the attuchcd 
era~; Council decision. 
This acrccment provides that: 
- the official responsible for coordinating the national contribution from 
Greece to the concerted action programme shall be a member of the Concer-
ted Action Committee on the Registration of Congenital Abnormalities 
the financial contribution made to the coordination costs by Greece 
::.hall be 22 000 EUA for the period referred to in Article 1 of the Agree-
ment • 
The Comr.ission requests the Council to adopt the draft decision on the con-
clu::.ion of the agreement relating tG a concerted action project in the fieldaf 
the registration of congenital abnormalities (medical and public health re-
search) • 
- 1-
DRAFT COUNCIL DECISION ON THE 
CONCLUSION OF THE AGREEMENT ON 
A CONCERTED ACTION PROJECT'" IN 
THE FIELD OF REGISTRATION OF 
CONGENITAL ABNORMALITOO (ME-
DICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH RE-
SEARCH) 
The Council of the European Communities, 
having regard to the Treaty establishing the European Economic Community, 
• 
havinc regard to Council Decision 78/167/EEC of 13 February 1978 adopting 
a European Economic Community concerted action project in the field of 
reGistration of congenital abnormalities (medical and public health research)(l), 
~~din parti~~lar Article 6 (1) thereof, 
havinc regard to the draft decision submitted by the Commission, 
Hhercas, pursuant to Article 6 (2) of Decision 78/167/EEC, the Co~ssion 
ha8 negotiated an Agreement with the Republic of Greece with a view to ex-
tending the coordination whioh is the subject of the abovementioned decision 
to research undertaken in that State, 
uhcre~s that Agreement should be approved, 
HAS DECIDED AS FOLLOHS 
Article 1 
T1:c Acreerncnt bett.;8en the Community and the Republic of Greece on a concerted 
action project in the field of registration of congenital abnormalities (me-
dical nnd public heaJth research) is hereby approved on behalf of the Comrnu-
...... 
nl'-Y• 
':'i:c text of t~1e agreement is annexed to this Decision. 
(l) OJ N° L 52/20 of 23.2.78 
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Article 2 
The Presiden~ of the Council is hereby authorized to designate the persons 
empowered to sign ~he agreement in order to bind the Community • 
Done at Date 
For the Council, 
the President 
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AGREEMENT BETWEEN THE COMMUNITY AND THE REPUBLIC OF GREECE 
ON A CONCERTED ACTION PROJECT IN THE FIELD OF REGISTRATION 
OF CONGENITAL ABNORMALITIES (MEDICAL AND PUBLIC HEALTH RESEARCH) 
The European Economic Community, hereinafter referred to as "the 
Community", and the Republic of Greece, hereinafter referred to as 
the "participating non-member state", 
Whereas a Eur~p~an concerted research project in the field of registration 
of congenital abnormalities is likely to contribute effectiyely to the 
optimal health df·the individual and of society; ' 1 
Whereas, by its Decision of 13 February 1978, the Council of the 
European Communities adopted a Community concerted project in the field 
of registration of congenital abnormalities (medical and public health 
research); 
• 
Whereas the Member States of the Community and the participating non-member 
state, hereinafter referred to as "the States", undertake research in 
the field listed in Annex A and consider that coordination of this research 
will be of mutual benefit; 
Whereas the implementation of the research covered by the ~oncerted 
action project will require a financial contribution of approximately 
900 000 European units of account from the States 
HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS: 
Article 1 
The Community and the participating non-member State, hereinafter referred 
to as the "contracting parties", shall participate for a period extending 
until 31 December 1980 in a concerted action project in the field of 
registration of congenital abnormalities (medical and public health 
research). 
This project shall consist in coordin~ting the Community concerted action 
programme and the corresponding programme of the participating non-member 
State. The programmes covered by this Agreement are listed in Annex A. 
The States shall remain responsible for the research execut~d by their 
national institutiors or bodies. 
Article 2 
The Commission of the European Communities, hereinafter referred to as 
the "Commission", shall be responsible for the coordination. 
It shalL be assisted in this task by a Project Leader. 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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Article 3 
In order to facilitate the execution of the project, the Concerted Action 
Committee on the Registration of Congenital Abnormalities,hereinafter re~ 
fcrrcd to as "the Committee", set up by the Decision of the Council of the 
European Communi ties of 13 June 1978, shall be extended to include the par-
ticipating non-member State. 
Tho Secretariat of the Committee shall be proVided by the Commission. 
The terms of reference and the composition of the Committee shall be as 
set out.in Annex B. 
Article 4 
The maximum financial contribution by the contracting parties to the coor-
dination costs shall be: 
- 330 000 European units of account from the Community for a three year 
period beginning on 1 ~anuary 1978 
- 22 000 European units of account from the participating non-member State 
for the period referred to in the first paragraph of Article 1. 
tt The European unit of account shalt be as·defined in the financial 
regulation in force applicable to the· General Budget of the European 
Communities and in the financial provi~ions adopted pursuant·thereto. 
The rules governing the financing of the Agreement are set out in Annex c. 
Article 5 
1) T.1e States shall,in accordance with a procedure laid down by the Commission 
in agreement lvith the Committee, exchange regularly all relevant information 
concerning the execution of the research covered by the project, supplytng 
the Commission with all information of use in ensuring coord~nation. They 
ohall also endeavour to provide the Commission with informa.;~ion on research 
in the field in question planned at• Qarried out by bcdie~ not subject to 
their authority. This information shall be treated as confide.;.~tia.l i£ the 
State which p!'O'!.tides "!:~ so requests • 
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2) '.i.'!:c Cor. .. "iiccion shall prepare yearly progress reports on the basis of the 
irSorr.~tion supplied and shall foniard them to the States. 
3) At the end of the period of concerted action, the Commission shall 
• forward to the States a report on its execution and the results obtained. 
'rl1i::: report nhall be published by the Commission six months after it has 
berm for.,ardcd, unless a State objects. In that case, the report shall be 
rccnrdcd as corSidcntial and shall be forwarded, on request, solely to the 
in:::titutionc and undertakings whose research or production activities jus-
tify acccso to tho reoults of the research covered by the concerted action 
project. 
Article 6 
1) Each of tho contractinG parties shall, after signing this agreement, notify 
the 3ecrctary-General of the Council of the European Communities as soon as 
possible of the completion of the procedures necessary under its inter~l 
provisions for the implementation of this Agreement. 
2) ~:is Asrcenent nhall enter into force on the first day of the month follo-
~;inc that in vrhich the second of the contracting parties forwards this no-
tification. 
TI;e participating non-member State may take part in the work of the Committee," 
ui thout votins rit;hts, for a period of nine months after the signature of 
this A&rccment. 
3) For a period of si:::: months follmiing its entry into force, this Agreement 
cl:.dl be open for accession by othEr European States which took part in the 
I·:i::ictcrial Conference held in Brussels on 22 and 23 November 1971. The 
ir ..ctrumcnts of accession shall be deposited with the Secretary-General 
of the Council of tho Suropean Communi ties. 
:1. State Hhich accedes to this Agreerr.ent shall become a contracting party 
uitl:in the meaning of Article 1 on the date of deposit of +.he instrument 
of accession. It shall co~tribute to the coordination costs under the con-
ditions laid down in Article 4 concerning the participating non-1,~ember 
State. 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
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4) The Scc.t:·eta.ry-Ocnei·a~. ot the Oouncil ot the European OommM.i tie~ shall 
notify each of the contractL1g pt.diee of the deposit of the notifications 
provided for in paragraph 1, of the date of entry into force of thfs Ar;ree-
ment a..Yld of the deposit of the instruments of accession provided for in pa.·-
• ra.graph 3 • 
Article 7 
This Agreement, drawn up in a single original in the Danish, Dutch, English, 
French, German and Italian languages, each text being equally authentic, 
ohall be deposited in the archives of the General Secretariat of the Council 
of the European Communities, which shall transmit a certified copy to each 
of the contracting parties. 
Done at date : 
- 1-
For the European Economic Community 
• 
For the Government of the Republic of Greece 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
~ex. A 
ProL~ammes covered by,the Agreement 
1. Registration of congenital malformations as well as of inherited bio-
chemical and chromosome abnormalities in selected regions of the con-
tracting parties. Registration will progressively extend to abnorma-
lities of the nervous system (anencephaly, spina bifida, etc.), Down's 
syndrome, gross abnormalities of the limbs, multiple abnormalities, phe-
nylketonuria and coeliac disease. 
2. Registration of twins and multiple pregnancies in selected regions of 
the contracting parties. 
3. Relevant methodological studies to obtain optimum coordination of exis-
ting national register and registration procedures. 
The coordination will include the following regional registers of the 
States : 
Belgium Bru.ges and Hainaut 
Denmark Odense 
France Paris 
Federal Republic of Germany Hess en 
Ireland Dublin and Galway 
Italy Florence and Rome 
·-Lu.xembourg Luxembourg 
Netherlands Leidschendam 
United Kingdom Belfast, Glasgow and Liverpool 
Greece Athens 
~1ese States will contribute research under ~he tr~ee topios mentioned 
above • 
Annex B 
reu.:s OF REFEREI:CE AllD CQ!.::POSITION OF THE CONCERTED 
ACTION COJ.!U'M'EE ON TIIE RECISTRATIOU OF COUCENITAL 
ABUOR.'MALITIES 
The Committee sh~ll 
contribute to the optimum execution of the project by giving 
its opinion on all aspects of its execution; 
1.2 evaluate the results and draw conclusions as to their appli-
cation; 
1.3. ensure the exchange of information referred to in Article 5 
of the Agreement; 
1.4 Keep abreast of national research being done in the fields 
covered by the concerted project and more especially of scien-
tific and technical developments likely to affect the execu-
tion of the project; 
1.5. suggest guidelines to the project leader. 
• 
2. The Committee's reports and opinions shall be forwarded to the 
Commission and to the States. The Commission shall forward these 
opinions to the CREST. 
3. The Connittce shall be composed of persons responsible for coor-
di~ting the national contributions to the programme, and the 
project leader. Each delegate may be accompanied by eA~erts. 
• 
• 
• 
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Annex C 
Financing rules 
I. The:.''.:) r:· •vi oions lccy down the financing rules referred to in Article 4 
of the Agreement relating to a concerted action project in the field 
of registration of congenital abnormalities (medical and public health 
research) 
II. At the beginning of each financial year, a call for funds shall be 
issued by the Comrndssion to the participating non-member State. Such 
calls for funds shall express the contribution of the non-member ntat~ 
in question both in European mli ts of account and in the currency of thA 
non-member State, the value of the European unit of account being as defined 
in the Financial Regulation applicable to the General Budget of the 
European Communities and determined on the date of the call for f1mdD. 
The participating non-member State shall pay its contribution to the 
Agreement at the beginning of each year, and by 31 March at the latest. 
The total contribution shall amount to a maximum of 22 000 European 
units of account. 
On any sum unpaid by that date, interest shall be charged at a rate equal 
to the highest discount rate in the States in force on the due date. 
This rate shall be increased by 0.25 of a point per month of the payment 
being overdue. The rate thus increased shall apply to the entire period 
of overdue payment. 
III. The funds aoc~uing from the contribution of the participating non-member 
State shall be credited to this concerted action project by being entered 
in the statement of revenue of the budget of the Co~ission as receipts 
uithin the rnoa.nin& of the second subparagraph of Article 90(4) of the 
Financial Regulation of 21 December 1977 applicable to the General Budget 
of the European Communities. 
IV. The provisional timetable fOr' the coordination costs n<',~:-~'-· ~.: to in 
Article 4 of the Agraement is set out in the Annex • 
V. The Fino.ncial Regulation in force applicable to the General Budget 
of the European Communities shall apply to the management of the appro-
priations; furthermore, the Commission shall ensure that such appro-
priation are managed in conformity with the rules of the implementa-. 
tion of the Budget. 
VI. At the end of each financial year, a statement of appropriations for 
this project shall be prepared and transmitted to the participating 
non-member State for information. 
• 
• 
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